
UPDATE OF REGIONAL WEATHER AND SMOKE HAZE 
FOR May 2010 

 

1. Review of Regional Weather Conditions in April 2010 

1.1 Weak Inter-Monsoon conditions dominated the ASEAN region in April 2010. 
The monsoon trough underwent a gradual northward migration towards the second 
half of the month, bringing rainfall to the otherwise dry weather conditions 
experienced in the northern ASEAN region.   

1.2 With the transition to Inter-Monsoon conditions, Myanmar, Thailand, Lao PDR, 
Cambodia, Vietnam and the Philippines experienced increased shower activities 
towards the end of April 2010. This signified the gradual end to the prevailing dry 
season in the northern ASEAN region.  

1.3 With a large portion of the monsoon trough situated over the equatorial region 
in April 2010, the southern ASEAN region of Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Singapore experienced shower and thunderstorm activities for most days in April 
2010.  

1.4 During the month, most of Northern ASEAN received below normal rainfall 
except for Thailand, Lao PDR, parts of Vietnam and parts of the Philippines. In the 
southern ASEAN region, rainfall was above normal for most parts of the region. The 
rainfall pattern for April 2010 is shown in Fig. 1.  

 

Fig. 1: Percentage of Normal Rainfall for April 2010 



2. Review of Land/ Forest Fires and Smoke Haze Situation 

2.1 In the northern ASEAN region of Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and 
Vietnam, the increase in shower activities towards the end of the month had helped to 
ease the hotspot situation in most parts of the region. In the first half of the month, the 
hotspot activities in the region continued to be active, especially over northern 
Thailand and northern Lao PDR. The air quality in Maehongsorn and Chiangrai in the 
northern part of Thailand were in the unhealthy range during the first 2 weeks of April 
2010. 

2.2 Hotspot activities were mostly subdued in the southern ASEAN region due to 
shower activities. Satellite pictures depicting some of the hotspot activities in the 
ASEAN region during April 2010 are shown in Figs. 2 to 5.  

 

Fig. 2: NOAA-18 satellite picture on 03 Apr 2010 showing smoke plume emitting 
from hotspots in Myanmar. 



 

Fig. 3: NOAA-18 satellite picture on 05 Apr 2010 showing extensive smoke 
plumes emitting out from hotspots in northern part of Lao PDR. 

 



 

Fig. 4: NOAA-18 satellite picture on 11 Apr 2010 showing moderate smoke haze 
spreading across northern Thailand and northern Lao PDR. 

 



 

Fig. 5: NOAA-18 satellite picture on 25 Apr 2010 showing smoke plume emitting 
from hotspots in Peninsular Malaysia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


